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Press Release no.17
Rural Development Plans and agricultural policy center stage at EIMA International

Chairman De Castro speaks of global agriculture and the need to renew the Italian machinery inventory. Issues connected to the use of the RDP, rural lands, counterfeiting, e-commerce in the gardening sector and climatology also in the foreground. 

Rural Development Plans came to the fore on the third day of EIMA International in a meeting led by Paolo De Castro, the chairman of the European Parliamentary Agriculture Commission who affirmed that in the coming years, world agriculture will be forced to face the global food security challenge in a scenario in which agricultural mechanization will be called on to ensure ever higher levels of productivity. In this connection, conditions in Italy present a picture of light and shadow in which the domestic market is still at the starting gate whereas exports are growing. Support for domestic demand could come through the Rural Development Plans but data from the Rete Rurale disclose great delays in utilizing RDP funds, especially in some regions. On this score, FederUnacoma President Massimo Goldoni recalled that of the total of these funds of € 17.6 billion, the amount committed comes to only € 9.7 billion. 

The RDPs were also taken up for further study in a seminar promoted by ENAMA, Agricultural Mechanization and Rural Development Policy for a look into the state of financing under the single headings. On the purchase of agricultural machinery and equipment provided for under Measure 121 covering the modernization of farms, and Measure 123 on increasing the value added of farm products, the situation is especially critical. 

The focus was on agriculture policies also in the meeting Rural Lands at Risk: Proposals for Integrated Governance for Fragile Environments. Opening with an analysis of the current context and moving on to a National Hydro-Geological Risk Prevention Program by ANBI, National Reclamation Association, relateurs also discussed a proposal put forward by Bank of Italy Governor Ignazio Visco according to which national economic growth will have to be accompanied by an extraordinary plan to counter hydro-geological disintegration. 

The agri-meteorological issue came up at a conference on Climate Change: Impact on Agriculture and Future Prospects organized in the EIMA M.i.A. area by Comacomp and the Interdepartmental Bio-Climatic Center of the University of Florence scheduled to wrap up two days of studies today. 

In the gardening sector, there were two appointments set up by Comagarden. The conference Counterfeiting Emergency: Data and Strategies, updates were provided for the situation in Europe by Guy Van Doorslaer, the secretary general of EGMF, the body which represents European manufacturers in the gardening sector. Also Renato Cifarelli, an Italian businessman in the sector, provided direct testimony and underscored the critical points and problems he has encountered in his own activities. The seminar Machinery for Gardening, on the other hand took up the new developments in e-commerce in the sector seen as a new frontier. Taking part among the relateurs and academics present were Stefano Principato and Fabio Valente. 

Opening today was the 23rd meeting of the Club of Bologna which included the award ceremony of the first edition of the Giuseppe Pellizzi International Best PhD Prize.

The third day of EIMA International made room for totally technical issues with the present of the WaterBee project, the workshops on Precision Farming and ISOBUS and Man-Machine Interface, organized the Informatore Agrario/MAD Macchine Agricole Domani publications plus a meeting set up by Topcon AgNet. Permanent RTK Stations by Topcon. There was another appointment for the seminar High Efficiency Irrigation Systems with Less Environmental Impact, sponsored by Il Sole 24 Ore in connection with the Let Us Sustain Sustainability series. 

Among the other events today was an ENAMA initiative for a further look into bio-energy with the focus on the IPSSAM Project for local agri-energy production chains, on gasification plants fired by small biomass products, energy saving and agri-forestry biomass for heating greenhouses as well as on heating plants for farms. Another issue, agricultural mechanization and the credit system, came up in the conference FederUnacoma and Banco Popolare in Support of the Growth of Agriculture Machinery Domestic and International Markets: Focus on Financial Products and Services. 

Another meeting handled multifunctional agriculture, sponsored by EIMA M.i.A. and the Italian Track and Field Federation. Also on the schedule was a meeting sponsored by FederUnacoma and GAMAE, a vintage agricultural machinery association, entitled When Porsche was a Tractor: Innovations Yesterday and Today.
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